Rag and bully in school,
your name will be off rolls

CBSE Issues Fresh Norms For Graded Response To Ragging
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New Delhi: Central Board of
Secondary Education has is-
sued a fresh set of guidelines
to curb inecidents of bullying
and ragging in schools. It says
“the responsibility of pre-
venting any undesirable as-
pect of bullying and ragging
rests on all stakeholders,
which includes the head of
the institution teacher, non-
teaching staff, students, par-
entsand local community”,
For the first time, the
board recommends a “grad-
ed” response system to ad-
dress the cases of bullying. It
says, “A comprehensive gui-
delines may be developed for
the school management,
which includes various ac-
tions and penalties which
may be taken as per observa-
tion and understanding the
gravity of themisconduct.”
These actions include
verbal/written warning, sus-
pension from attending class-
es/school for a specified peri-
od, withholding or cancelling
the results, imposition of fine
up to a specified amount an fi-
nally expulsion/rustication
from school in rarest of rare
cases. The option of transfer-
ringastudent from oneschool
to another may also be looked
into, the board says.
According to the guidelin-
es issued on Monday, boards
with a message of strict pro-
hibition of bullying and rag-
ging should be displayed
prominently on the campus.
Other measures include con-
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minister found unconscious in his
hostel room at a public residential
school in Gwalior. 14-year-old’s

family alleged he was bullied and
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stitution of an anti-bullying
committee and mandatory in-
clusion of topics on sensitiza-
tion and prevention of bully-
ing in schools in the curri-
culum for teachers’ training.

The latest move comes in
the wake of the growing men-
ace of ragging across the
country. Incidents like the sui-
cideattempt by theson of a Bi-
har minister after he was al-
legedly ragged ata prominent
residential school in Gwalior
or a Kolkata schoolboy being
forced to drink urine by class-
mates have been widely re
ported by themedia.

Taking a serious note of
such incidents, CBSE says,
“Recent research in school

education indicates that ama-
jor issue and cause for con-
cern among students in
schools is bullying. Bullying/
ragging is adamaging feature
in schools. Nature of bullying
can bediverse and complex. It
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and trust among every stu-
dentand to providea platform
to students where they can
raise their concerns. A confi-
dent reporting system may be
established that allows stu-
dents to report wvictimiza-
tion.” The board also urges
schools to keep a complaint
/suggestion box and monitor
the feedback regulariy

It further says that the
responsibility and authority
of school administration
must be defined. “The impli-
cations of neglect must also
be clearly defined. School’s
deeision, taken after follow-
ing process of fair investiga-
tion, should not be ordinarily
challengeable.”



